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See an article by his daughter, Charlotte on page 26. 
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Reschedule of Annual Parochial Church Meetings 

APCM and Vestry Meeting 

We were not able to hold the annual meetings in April as planned. The 

diocese has allowed the meetings to be held later this year, but by 

October 30th. 

The APCM for the parish of St Andrew, Sandon will take place in church 

on Sunday October 4th at 11.30 am, following the Sunday service. 

There will be an election of 2 Churchwardens, (Judy Cecil will end her 

term as warden), 2 Deanery Synod members and 5 PCC members. 

Please try to come along to have your say in who represents the 

congregation. 

 

Howe Green URC 

At present, following the advice of Church and Government, the Chapel 

at Howe Green has not re-opened. We are very sad not to be able to 

meet up with all our friends at the various ‘events’ that we would normally 

be arranging; and we pray that you are all keeping well (and sane!) at 

this very strange time. 

Along with other Churches, we have missed so many special Christian 

dates. Modern technology has meant that they were not forgotten, but I 

do prefer meeting in person, not on screen. So we now look forward to 

taking part in those services which Christ Church Chelmsford (our Minis-

ter’s other Church) and St Andrew’s are arranging. I will certainly let you 

know when we are able to re-open the Chapel. 

Blessings to you all, Pam Knott 
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Terry’s letter 

Based on ‘6 ways to build a better 

world after lockdown’ by Ruth 

Valerio, an environmentalist, 

theologian and social activist. She 

is the global advocacy and 

influencing director at Tearfund, 

canon theologian of Rochester 

Cathedral and the author of a 

number of books including The 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent 

Book for 2020 Saying Yes to Life 

(SPCK) 

www.premierchristianity.com/Past

-Issues/2020/August-2020/6-ways

-to-build-a-better-world-after-

lockdown 

I have been reflecting on the 

lessons that I have learnt during 

the last few months. I realise that 

for many people it has been a 

very challenging time, unable to 

see friends and family; birthdays, 

weddings and other special 

events cancelled; fears over 

health and jobs etc, but for me 

there have also been positive 

things to come out of lockdown. 

For example the extraordinary 

sense of community spirit when 

people came together to clap for 

the carers, as well as the way in 

which people have supported 

their neighbours. I hope we will 

not lose this sense of community 

spirit. 

Since lockdown began, I have 

found myself reflecting again on 

the world we live in – how it is 

both incredibly wonderful, but also 

deeply wounded. Many of us 

have been reconnecting with the 

wider natural world, either through 

walks in Sandon, on our gardens 

or further afield. We have 

rediscovered its beauty and 

learned how nurturing and good 

for our wellbeing it is to spend 

time outdoors. With hardly any 

traffic noise, there has been a 

beautiful stillness in the air. I 

found myself delighting in the 

birdsong that has accompanied 

me through all my days at home, 

in meetings with the windows 

open. Looking up at the sky, it 

was often clear blue with no 

aeroplane trails across it.  

This is a world of awe and beauty. 

A world that God has created, 

teeming with life, full of diversity 

and abundance and colour. Yet at 

(Continued on page 4) 
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the same time, we live in a world 

that is seriously wounded. 

The Bible is clear that God, 

people and the wider natural 

world are deeply interconnected 

and if one aspect is hurt then 

everything will be impacted. 

Racial injustice, gender inequality 

and environmental breakdown are 

all part of the reality and the 

consequence of sin, at a personal 

level, but also structurally and 

systemically. 

One of the satisfactions over six 

weeks was the meeting together 

on Zoom on Wednesday 

afternoons to discuss how as a 

church and congregation we care 

for God’s earth. Working under 

the titles of worship and teaching, 

management of church buildings 

and church land, community and 

global engagement and lifestyle, 

we explored that there was room 

for improvement which we have 

now begun to explore.  

Environmentally, we don’t have to 

look very far to see the evidence 

of this. Our climate crisis is 

producing havoc in our world, 

causing extreme weather events, 

sea level rise and melting 

glaciers. We see all too clearly the 

impact of climate breakdown on 

people in poverty, affecting their 

health, access to food and their 

security. As Christians, our first 

inclination when we see the world 

in trouble is that we need to pray. 

There is a strong biblical tradition 

of lament where we cry out to 

God for the things that are not as 

they should be. For many busy 

people, lockdown has provided 

the opportunity to discover new 

rhythms of prayer and meditation. 

Rather than now speeding our 

lives back up to a busy pace, 

could we protect the much-

needed space for unhurried 

prayer. One thing we have learnt 

as a church is to find time to pray 

together and so starting in August 

we began to meet on Zoom for 30 

minutes to pray. This is open to 

everyone; so if you would like to 

join us then please refer to our 

website.   

Proverbs 31:9 says: “Speak up 

and judge fairly; defend the rights 

of the poor and needy.” We are 

called as Christians to stand up 

for justice, asking those in 

positions of power to make 

decisions that protect the most 

vulnerable people and the earth 

we all rely on. This is not just the 

responsibility of those who work 

for Christian charities. Everyone 

is called to play their part in using 

their voice to help build a better 

world. We need to be calling on 

the UK government to reboot the 

economy after lockdown in a way 

(Continued from page 3) 
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that prioritises the poorest, 

tackles the climate emergency 

and builds a better world for 

everyone.  

Another important issue we need 

governments to tackle is plastic 

waste, which is polluting our 

oceans, poisoning wildlife on a 

huge scale and causing disease 

and death in many poor 

communities who lack appropriate 

waste management systems.  

We must look at our own lives 

and lifestyles, considering where 

we can make changes to be 

kinder to the planet and the 

people and creatures we share it 

with. There are lots of ways to 

make changes. Changing our 

eating habits is one area where 

we can make a big difference. 

Meat production is a big cause of 

greenhouse gas emissions, so 

let's switch to a predominantly 

vegetable and grain-based diet, 

buying local and seasonal 

produce and prioritising organic 

products wherever practical.  

We can switch our domestic 

energy supplier to one that uses 

100 per cent renewable energy, or 

even install our own solar panels, 

as well as planting trees and 

reducing our energy use. The key 

thing is reducing, reusing and 

recycling with the ultimate aim 

being the bare minimum going to 

landfill.  

The way we choose to spend our 

money shows what we value. As 

Jesus says in Luke 12:34: “Where 

your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also.” We can talk about 

these issues all we like, but 

unless we are using our own 

resources to make a difference, it 

is all in vain.  

We should think about our bank 

accounts, investments and 

pensions – are we storing our 

money in an ethical way that does 

not harm other people and the 

earth? How about the money we 

spend and the things we buy? Are 

we considering how to be ethical 

consumers, making decisions that 

respect our global neighbours and 

the natural world? 

For the money we give away, are 

we doing so generously? All of us 

reading this, whether we consider 

ourselves well-off or not, will be in 

the wealthiest two per cent of the 

global population. We have been 

incredibly blessed, and part of our 

Christian faith is using that 

blessing to bless others in turn. 

Our giving should reflect God’s 

care for the whole of his creation– 

people and the rest of the natural 

world – so donating to 

organisations that are addressing 

both is the best way forward.  

There is lots to think about.  Terry 
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Sunday 13th Sept 3 pm 

Service in churchyard for all to 

come to. There will be social 

distancing as well as family 

bubbles.  

Please bring your fold up chair or 

blanket to sit on.  

Our music for this service has 

been recorded by Chelmsford 

Salvation Army.  

Please let friends and family know 

about this service. 

 

Established in 2006 as a 
subsidiary of Edmund Carr 

Chartered Accountants,  
we offer independent 
financial advice on the 

following: 

• Life Assurance/Protection/Income Replacement Cover 

• Pensions and Retirement Planning 

• Investments 

• Inheritance Tax Planning  

For more information or to arrange a free initial consultation  
please contact us on 01245 294900 or advice@ecfsltd.co.uk 

www.ecfsltd.co.uk 

122 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 0RG 

Working normally 
from home
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My grandparents, Jim and 

Maureen Simpson and my 

mother Elisabeth (aged 16) 

moved to Butts Green from 

London in May 1939. We still 

have my grandmother’s diary for 

1940 which includes social 

engagements such as the 

hairdresser, tea and supper 

parties but she also makes some 

notes about the wider world. 

Here are some extracts: 

17th June, 1940: The French 

form a new front. Fighting ceases 

at midday and Petain etc ask 

Hitler for an honourable peace as 

between soldiers. Jim and I work 

hard all day in the garden to help 

us from thinking and worrying. 

June 18th: Churchill says ‘we 

fight on’. Bad air raid over Essex. 

One plane brought down in 

Bishop’s garden. 7 planes 

destroyed. 

October 2nd It was a very noisy 

night. Guns at Danbury kept up a 

din. It was supposed to be a quiet 

night. At 4.45am 4 bombs were 

dropped at East Hanningfield. 

October 5: Time bombs 

exploded early in East 

Hanningfield. Three air-raid 

warnings in Chelmsford between 

10.30 and 12.30. We were 

shopping when the first one went 

off. I took one look at a shelter 

and one sniff and decided I’d 

rather die outside. I took to the 

car and drove straight 

home! Lots of activity in the air 

overhead during the afternoon – 

we do indeed live dangerously.’ 

October 8. ‘Bombs in next field 

to Braunds. Phew! Two 

unexploded ones in Tukers 

orchard!! Phyll and I slept 

downstairs. Very nerve-wracking 

night. 

October 20th. Elisabeth went to 

interview Mrs Holmes (at 

Hillcrest) for a job and gets 

offered it. 9 bombs at Stock. 

Busy day picking quinces and 

walnuts – sold 30lbs of quince 

and 11 lbs of walnuts for 10/6. 

22nd October Elisabeth very 

thrilled with her work – she gets 

up at 6.30. Starts work and is 

home at 8.15 for breakfast. Back 

at 9.15 until 1 and starts again at 

2pm and home about 5.30pm. 

‘She feeds chickens, cleans out 

cow sheds and does a little 

milking. Gets £1 a week. Very 

pleased with herself.’ 

23rd October ‘meant to be dining 

out at 7.30 if I can face the 

blackout – car side lamps are to 

be blacked out to the size of a 

halfpenny – no head lamps 

during an air-raid warning. Help!’ 

Tuesday November 12: Jim 

goes up by 9.44 train. Bethnal 

Green was hit on Sunday night 

and trains are much delayed. 

Catherine Griffiths-Jones  

(née Stone) 

Extracts from Gran’s Diary 1940 

mailto:advice@ecfsltd.co.uk
http://www.ecfsltd.co.uk/
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Sunday 4th October 
10 am Harvest Festival  

Come and hear the harvest 

hymns and thank God for all he 

gives us. 

As a result of Social distancing 

we will hold our Harvest 

Festival in the Churchyard. 

Harvest is the time when we give 

thanks for all God’s gifts to us, 

and an opportunity to share those 

with others. We invite you to bring 

items which can be donated to 

Chelmsford Foodbank. These 

should be dry goods and toiletries 

which are very gratefully received. 

You can put your harvest gift on 

the table as you enter the 

churchyard. 

If you are unable to be at the 

Harvest Festival then donations 

can always be put in the plastic 

box in the porch. 

THANK YOU for your support and 

generosity. The people who 

receive this food with be very 

grateful.. 

WITHOUT YOU, many family 

cupboards would be empty!  

 

Remembrance Sunday 
8th November 10:45 am 

Our Service this year will be held 

in the Churchyard with the two 

minutes silence at 11 am. Please 

could you dress in accordance 

with the weather conditions.  

Social distancing will be in 

operation at this service. 
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A Clear Deduction 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson 

decide to go on a camping trip. 

After dinner and a bottle of wine, 

they lay down for the night, and 

go to sleep. 

Some hours later, Holmes awoke 

and nudged his faithful friend. 

"Watson, look up at the sky and 

tell me what you see." 

Watson replied, "I see millions of 

stars." 

"What does that tell you?" 

Watson pondered for a minute. 

"Astronomically, it tells me that 

there are millions of galaxies and 

potentially billions of planets." 

"Astrologically, I observe that 

Saturn is in Leo." 

"Horologically, I deduce that the 

time is approximately a quarter 

past three." 

"Theologically, I can see that God 

is all powerful and that we are 

small and insignificant." 

"Meteorologically, I suspect that 

we will have a beautiful day 

tomorrow." 

"What does it tell you, Holmes?" 

Holmes was silent for a minute, 

then spoke: "Watson, you idiot. 

Someone has stolen our tent!" 

Sandon Village Hall  
Update 
Although the Village Hall has 

been closed during the COVID-19 

restrictions and is financially 

secure despite loss of income in 

this period, there has been a 

number of projects going on. We 

have taken the opportunity to 

carry out painting and decorating, 

especially of the rear room and 

the entrance foyer. Electrical 

work, safety checks of fire 

equipment, gas etc have 

continued and a major 

refurbishment of the kitchen will 

take place in August. 

Since July we have been 

supporting a vulnerable dementia 

carers group who use the hall one 

day a week. Our other regular 

users hope to resume meetings in 

September or October. We are 

NOT taking any private hires for 

the time being. For full updates 

and hire enquiries please visit our 

website 

www.sandonvillagehall.webs.com 

Koicom Services 
Pest control, Wildlife 

management and Grass 
cutting 

Wasps, Rats, Mice, Moles, 
Squirrels, Rabbit, Fox, Deer. 
Honey bee swarms collected. 

Trained & Qualified deer 
stalker 

Contract or one off jobs. 
Still working  

Call Drew on 
07845642815 

http://www.sandonvillagehall.webs.com
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Dennis Terry 

Sadly Dennis Terry passed away 

on 14th May. He died peacefully in 

his sleep after a long battle with ill 

health. 

Over 40 years, it is impossible to 

imagine Sandon without Dennis’s 

presence. Whatever was going 

on, he was always part of it – 

usually either fiddling around with 

some electrical equipment, 

making a series of jokes (normally 

against himself), or acting the fool 

to cheer everybody up. 

Dennis, Janet and their three 

children moved to Sandon on the 

8th May 1979 and were welcomed 

to the village by the Rector, Revd 

Hugh Beavan. They fell in love 

with village life and soon made 

friends, enjoying the many social 

evenings and church events.  

Dennis’s main career was in 

computing and reprographics. 

However, despite a difficulty in 

recalling which way was north, 

south, east or west (which 

became a long-standing joke) he 

also enjoyed many years’ service 

in the Territorial Army, travelling 

long distances across the country 

on his motorbike. Dennis was 

heavily involved in the Sandon 

Scouts, from their inauguration in 

1981 onwards. Having initially 

gone along to support his two 

sons, he was asked to help at 

their summer camp and soon 

after trained as a leader, 

becoming Group Scout Leader, till 

July 2000 and continuing to 

support them until he became too 

unwell.  

Dennis’s involvement in the 

Scouts was typical of his desire to 

see young people thrive and grow 

up to be responsible, happy and 

caring adults. Although Dennis 

would probably have laughed off 

any suggestion that he exhibited 

all those characteristics himself 

and many more, there is little 

doubt that he was an excellent 

role model to the young people in 

his care, and continued so in later 

life, not least to his grandchildren 

and to those in the church choir 

and St. Andrews’ Youth (SAYF).  

Dennis and Janet became 

members of St Andrew’s Church 

soon after moving to the village. 

Dennis became a bell ringer, 

which he really enjoyed - 

especially visiting other churches 

to ring. Other ringers will 

remember with affection his 

‘Corporal Jones’ ability to be just 

a little bit behind everyone else 

when ringing, a tendency he 

happily made up for at The Crown 

afterwards! Over the years 

Dennis was also a server and a 

choir member. During choir 

practices he immortalised the 

tune ‘Just One Cornetto’, which 

he enjoyed performing regularly 

as an impromptu solo, to anyone 

who would listen. Dennis served 

on the PCC for many years but 
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had to retire last year 

through ill health. He 

had a deeply held and 

mature faith, imbued 

with great warmth and 

emotion, although he 

humorously ascribed 

his survival of several 

heart attacks to the 

fact that ‘the old man 

upstairs isn’t ready for 

me yet’.  

Many of you will remember 

Dennis’s efforts with the church 

drama group’s Easter plays, 

directed by Peter Ellis. Much to 

Peter’s annoyance, he routinely 

failed to remember his lines and 

had them written on several of the 

props. Dennis went on to help 

with the St. Andrews’ Youth 

Fellowship pantomimes, 

organising the lighting with his 

friend Chris Davies, and 

occasionally incurring Peter’s 

wrath when things went wrong! At 

church fêtes he was always 

cooking beef burgers for the BBQ, 

a role he memorably adapted as 

an Australian ‘Ready Steady 

Cook’ chef in one Sandon harvest 

supper entertainment, causing 

considerable chaos in the 

process! 

Dennis was a memorable and 

utterly special man, of a type 

which is rarely seen, by nature 

extremely generous. He always 

saw the best in people and 

delighted in his family. He brought 

much joy to the lives 

of others and had an 

impressive ability to 

tell a joke three 

times over yet make 

it funnier with each 

reiteration. 

Janet says “I would 

like to thank 

everybody for their 

kind messages of 

condolence and their tributes and 

memories of Dennis. We could 

not have chosen a better place to 

live for all our family. Graham, 

Martin, Jackie and I will be 

holding a memorial service for 

Dennis as soon as we are able”. 

In the Bible Jesus says ‘there are 

many rooms in my Father’s 

house’ - we can be fairly sure that 

one of them is now crammed full 

of old tools, bits of computer 

hardware etc, as Dennis 

recreates the contents of his 

study in the heavenly realm. 

Being buried not far from the door 

of the church that he faithfully 

served for so long, Dennis’s 

earthly body will forever now rest 

amongst those of the many 

friends he is buried alongside. 

Yet, his contribution to Sandon 

will live on in all of us who 

remember him with more affection 

than he will ever know. His was 

the embodiment of a life well 

lived.  Janet Terry and friends 
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The Power and the Glory 

A Trilogy by Christine Wass  

These are stories of romance, 

faith, brutality and bravery, set in 

Jerusalem in the aftermath of the 

crucifixion. The first book is ‘The 

Journey’. A small band of 

disciples is struggling to spread 

Christianity. Into the city comes a 

young man, Flavius, whose father 

is an important Roman senator. 

Flavius has joined the Legion and 

been given an ultimatum – to 

change his ways or be disowned. 

In a tavern, Flavius encounters a 

beautiful dancing girl. He is 

smitten, but their blossoming love 

affair is cut short when she 

disappears… 

In the second book, Nemesis, the 

story of Jesus is spreading, but so 

too is the opposition. The 

occupying Roman army is in 

conflict with rebel forces, who 

have taken prisoner the dancing 

girl whose lover is the young 

Flavius. He is desperate to find 

and rescue her, but in this time of 

war his duty to his country must 

come first. News of the girl’s fate 

has arrived, just as Flavius and 

his men are preparing to fight 

rebel leader ben-Ezra and his 

band. 

In the third book, Invicto, Flavius, 

still grieving the death of his 

beloved at the hands of rebels, is 

called back to Rome following the 

unexpected death of his father. 

What he learns there sets him on 

a dangerous mission to find out 

the truth behind his father’s 

mysterious death – a mission 

which will lead him to the cruel 

emperor Caligula and to the 

greatest challenge of his life.  

The books are available from 

Amazon £10 for paperback or on 

kindle. 

Those at Sandon who remember 

Christine will know her skills as a 

researcher of the times and a 

playwriter. I can recommend the 

trilogy, but be ready for some 

authentic and gory moments. 

Judy Cecil 
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Gill Parker of Chelmsford 

Fairtrade explains its value. 

"Before you have finished 

breakfast you've depended on 

more than half the world. This is 

the way our universe is structured 

and we aren't going to have 

peace on earth until we realise 

this" Martin Luther King. 

As a society we are committed to 

equality. Yet we live in a tragically 

unequal world. The richest 1% 

own half the world's 

wealth while 700 million 

people live on less than 

$2 dollars a day. Well, 

they don't really live but 

struggle to survive. 

Traditionally the 

solution is more charity. 

It is easy to assume 

that if people in rich 

countries gave more to charity, 

the problem would be solved. Yet, 

would this really get to the root of 

the problem? Did you know that 

small-scale farmers produce 70% 

of the world's food supply but 

make up 50% of the world's 

hungriest people? As Martin 

Luther King once pointed out, we 

all depend on these farmers for 

our lifestyle. So why do they go 

hungry? 

We can start to understand this 

problem if we look at one 

particular product, namely, coffee. 

Coffee is the second most 

valuable export in the world after 

oil. The coffee industry generates 

billions of dollars a year but the 

average coffee farmer barely 

scrapes a living. In fact, at times 

the world price of coffee beans 

dips below the cost of production. 

The reality is that in our fallen 

world what you earn does not 

depend primarily on how hard you 

work or what you produce, but on 

how much bargaining power you 

have. The coffee industry is 

dominated by powerful 

multi-nationals and 

individual coffee 

farmers have little or no 

bargaining power. So 

the consumer pays top 

dollar for a cup of coffee 

while the farmer who 

grows the beans 

receives barely enough 

to survive. 

Clearly charity is not the answer 

to this problem. Of course there 

will always be a need for charity 

because there will always be 

emergencies such as wars and 

natural disasters. However, the 

average coffee farmer does not 

need charity. He simply needs to 

be paid properly for the job that 

he does. After all, no-one in this 

country would accept a job where 

the employer refused to pay a 

(Continued on page 16) 

When Charity Isn't Enough 
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I hope all the local business 

owners are receiving similar 

support and kind messages from 

their customers. Ours are 

amazing with their 

encouragement to keep going. 

We are quiet, far quieter than we 

have ever been in thirteen years 

for a variety of reasons. The 

pandemic is not over and many 

are still shielding and wary. Many 

have been furloughed or lost their 

jobs and do not have the same 

disposable income that they had 

this time last year. Also, we are 

restricted on the treatments we 

are able to offer, which alone has 

reduced our footfall by around 

65%. We are currently not 

authorised to carry out any 

treatments to the face or eyes, so 

most of our regulars who DO wish 

to return cannot except to swap 

for body treatments. 

I know we are not seen as an 

essential service to many and the 

beauty industry regularly faces 

backlash, even pre-Covid-19, 

about what we actually do all day. 

Aside from the pampering feel-

good treatments, we are 

improving wellness in the 

workplace for corporate 

companies; we are providing an 

escape for clients affected by their 

home life; we provide care and 

build confidence for those who 

have suffered and come 

through the other side of 

domestic violence. We are a 

sounding post when someone is 

feeling low; when someone is 

going through bereavement. We 

help women with PCOS control 

their excess facial hair, we help 

the elderly and diabetic take care 

of their feet and toenails, we help 

those with major skin concerns to 

accept and love the skin they are 

in. We have members of the 

community who live alone and 

treat our salon as a social hub to 

curb the loneliness. We care 

about the community, their 

welfare, their mental wellbeing 

and their happiness. Our aim is 

2020: Our Business Rollercoaster 
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for our clients to leave the salon 

feeling good about themselves. 

I believe the government has 

handled it as fairly as possible for 

everyone at the beginning of 

lockdown. Some businesses have 

completely fallen through the net 

with devastating 

consequences, but 

most businesses 

received support 

that they would not 

have expected. We 

had no idea how 

far this financial 

help would need to 

stretch for those 

who were ordered 

to stay closed. It is 

safe to say that the 

money ran out 

months ago. The 

worry now is we 

are still not even 

half open and the 

furlough scheme 

will end in a couple 

of months. Some 

businesses have 

not closed at all or 

were reopened in early June. 

Our customers are our business. 

Our top priority is to keep 

customers safe and happy. For 

this I realise that the staff 

absolutely must also feel safe and 

happy to pass these 

reassurances on. We have been 

trained at college and annually to 

protect the public from infectious 

diseases and maintain a sterile 

environment. So, we believe we 

are as Covid secure as any other 

establishment. Now, instead of 

doing our duties behind the 

scenes, we are shouting from the 

rooftops about 

what we are 

doing. 

I wish for 

business owners, 

who keep up the 

spirit in the 

community and 

locals in 

employment, to 

be able to thrive 

again. When it is 

deemed safe to 

open, they simply 

must. And we all 

need the help of 

the community 

more than ever. 

We are small 

business owners 

trying to feed our 

families and keep 

residents of the local community 

in employment. We face some 

difficult times. With 

encouragement from locals, we 

can rebuild our businesses again 

and keep serving all. 

Kerry-Lee Draper 

Just Pampered, Great Baddow 
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living-wage but told his 

employees that he made 

occasional donations to charity 

from his profits and they might get 

a hand-out if they are lucky. So 

why should farmers in poor 

countries be denied a just return 

for their labour? 

Where you see coffee with the 

Fairtrade Mark you have a 

guarantee that the farmers 

received a fair price for their 

coffee, that is, enough to support 

their families. In addition, the 

Fairtrade Mark means that the 

farmers as a group receive a 

bonus called the Social Premium, 

which they use for the benefit of 

their whole community. This is not 

charity but money they have 

earned and the farmers 

themselves decide how to use it - 

whether for a water supply, a 

school, a clinic or whatever the 

community decides that is 

needed. 

Unfortunately Fairtrade sales 

make up only 1% of grocery sales 

in this country and it has become 

increasingly difficult to buy 

Fairtrade in our supermarkets 

which dominate sales. The 

supermarkets tend to have a 

cynical view of human nature. 

They believe that we simply want 

the cheapest and don't even 

consider the producers behind the 

goods they sell. After all, they are 

strangers and often live 

thousands of miles away. Why 

should we care whether they live 

in poverty? Out of sight, out of 

mind. 

Yet, an unfair world is an unsafe 

world. It is grinding poverty that 

fuels the two most profitable 

criminal activities in our world - 

illegal drugs and people 

trafficking. Farmers who cannot 

earn a living wage by growing 

legitimate crops are often tempted 

by criminal gangs to grow drugs. 

Farmers who cannot feed their 

families sometimes abandon their 

land and are trafficked by criminal 

gangs to provide cheap labour in 

rich countries. This is not the 

answer and simply creates further 

problems. 

Fairtrade is a grass roots way of 

helping producers out of poverty. 

Some years back, the Fairtrade 

Foundation arranged for a tea 

grower from Kenya to visit 

Chelmsford as part of Fairtrade 

Fortnight. He explained how 

Fairtrade had empowered the 

local tea growers to escape 

hunger and improve their 

communities. Yet, sadly he also 

admitted that les than 10% of 

their tea actually received the 

Fairtrade price and the Social 

Premium because the Fairtrade 

market wasn't large enough to 

absorb the rest. How many more 

lives could be transformed if only 

there were more Fairtrade 

customers! 
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This of course is where the 

churches have the opportunity to 

lead the way. Probably every 

church in the country uses coffee, 

tea and sugar for their 

congregations. If they all insisted 

on using only Fairtrade coffee, tea 

and sugar this would have the 

potential to expand the Fairtrade 

market and transform thousands 

of communities across the world. 

We would be putting the gospel 

into action and following in the 

footsteps of those who 

campaigned against the slave 

trade and insisted on buying only 

sugar that they knew had not 

been grown by slaves. 

 

Saturday 21st November 
Quiz Night Zoom 7:15 for 

7:30 pm 

We hope to raise money for the 

church and have an enjoyable 

evening with a Quiz night instead 

of the Christmas Fayre. 

In order to register for this event, 

please pay, by 14th November 

latest, the admission fee of £6.50 

by one of the following methods: 

1. By cheque payable to Sandon 

PCC and delivered to me, Nick 

Bobeldijk, at 34 Gilmore Way, 

Great Baddow, Chelmsford 

CM2 7AW. 

2. In cash, enveloped and hand-

delivered to the above address 

or left in the wall safe at 

church. Please ensure that a 

note of your name and e-mail 

address is included. 

3. By direct bank transfer to the 

church’s account with Lloyds 

Bank, Account Name: 

Parochial Church Council of 

Sandon, Sort Code: 30-91-85, 

Account No. 00314732. 

To enable me to acknowledge 

your payment and send joining 

instructions, please include an 

email address. 
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At the time of VE day I was aged 

six living with my mother in my 

grandparent’s Mill House; it was a 

big house of two halves. I didn’t 

get to see my Dad till 1947. He 

served with the Cheshire 

Regiment in support of the 

Palestine Police force throughout 

the war. 

My home village, Higher 

Bebington, was built on a 

sandstone ridge in the centre of 

the Wirral peninsular. From the 

back of the house you could look 

over the Mersey to Liverpool and 

from the top of the village you 

could see over the Dee estuary to 

the Clwyd hills. An ideal situation 

for the windmill which my 

grandfather owned with the 

surrounding buildings and yard, 

whence my grandfather operated 

his building contractor’s business. 

The mill was converted to steam 

power early in the century and 

decommissioned sometime in the 

30’s. 

When the bombs started dropping 

and the targets were becoming 

dangerously close, I was 

evacuated briefly with my mother 

to Shrewsbury. We stayed in digs 

with a lovely elderly couple. I 

remember the location clearly, 

right next to a bridge over the 

River Severn. I must have been I 

must have been 3 or 4 at this 

time. We didn’t stay there very 

long since mum got homesick 

so it was back home to Higher 

Bebington where the bombs were 

still falling all around. I can 

remember coming out of the air 

raid shelter and seeing Liverpool 

in flames from end to end. 

Entertainment was reading, 

playing games, the gramophone 

and listening to the radio. The 

daily bulletins from Lord Haw-

Haw was compulsive listening for 

the adults; they sat, fumed and 

threatened what they would do 

when they caught him. Lighting 

was by gas, oil lamps and 

candles, cooking done on a gas 

stove or in the winter on a kitchen 

range when the fire was lit. 

We lived near an Ack-Ack battery 

that was built on the sandstone 

ridge. You could hear and feel the 

crump of the guns. Whether it 

was this that caused a huge crack 

down the side of the mill or a 

landmine that exploded about a 

mile away no one can say. The 

mill survived till the mid-seventies. 

The new owners weren’t 

interested in the mill and had it 

demolished for housing 

development. The loss of a 

unique and an important 

landmark! 

I can remember the drone of the 

bombers flying towards the docks 

but no aerial combat. There 

probably was because later in the 

My Recollections Of The War  
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war Woodvale and Speke were 

equipped with night fighting 

capability. A Ju88 was brought 

down nearby. We kids swarmed 

all over it scavenging bits 

particularly Perspex which was a 

bit of a novelty. 

On VE Day there were all the 

usual street parties and 

entertainment for the kids laid on 

by the British Legion. A huge civic 

bonfire was built on the Port 

Sunlight recreation ground. My 

Uncle, with whom we lived, had 

been elected mayor of the 

borough that year, so I was 

privileged to travel there in the 

mayor’s limo with my aunt, the 

lady mayoress and treated to a 

grandstand view of the spectacle 

accompanied by fireworks. There 

was no heed to Health and Safety 

in those days and it was lucky 

that no one got hurt; at least I 

never heard of any casualties. 

The following day I can remember 

a group of us walking over the 

fields to look at the debris and 

picking up spent rockets. Later 

that year I was taken into 

Clatterbridge Isolation hospital 

with Scarlet Fever, I was 6 at the 

time. The one event I cannot 

remember was the dropping of 

the A-Bomb and the subsequent 

VJ celebrations. Maybe I was in 

hospital at the time. 

The local RAF aerodrome was 

Hooton Park that was home to 

610 Squadron. In 1939 the 

squadron was equipped with 

Fairy Battles, then Hurricanes, 

quickly replaced by MK1 Spitfires. 

At the outbreak of the war the 

squadron moved south ending up 

at Biggin Hill becoming one of the 

most successful squadrons in the 

Battle of Britain. In 1941 airfield 

acquired a 6000ft concrete 

runway then one of the longest in 

Europe. In 1946 it returned to 

Hooton; the Spitfires replaced in 

1951 with Meteors. The Spitfires 

continued in service well into the 

50s and one in particular passed 

over at about 09:00 daily, 

collecting meteorological data in 

Liverpool Bay. Meteors regularly 

flew so low you could read the 

markings. I went to several air 

displays at Hooton and witnessed 

an unfortunate Meteor crash. 

Colin Bryan 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 
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Church Services   St. Andrew's, Sandon 
This is a best prediction! The form of some services may yet have to 
change.  

At the time of writing those attending services in the church building are 
required to wear a face covering shown in bold.  
Services to be conducted online are shown in italics and may be accessed 

via our website sandon-church.info. More detail at the bottom of page 24. 

September 
Tuesday 1st  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer  

Wednesday 2nd  8:30 pm Night Prayer  
Thursday 3rd  8:30 am Compass Group Morning Prayer  
Sunday 6th  Trinity 13 

 10:00 am Communion Service  
Tuesday 8th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer  
Wednesday 9th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 10th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Sunday 13th  Trinity 14 

 3:00 pm Songs of Praise in Churchyard 
Tuesday 15th  9:30 am Communion Service  
Wednesday 16th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 17th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Sunday 20th  Trinity 15 
 10:00 am Communion Service  

Tuesday 22nd  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer  
Wednesday 23rd  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 24th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Sunday 27th  Trinity 16 
 10:00 am Morning Worship  

Tuesday 29th  9:30 am Communion Service  
Wednesday 30th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

October 

Thursday 1st  8:30 am Morning Prayer  

Sunday 4th  Trinity 17 
 10:00 am Harvest Festival in Churchyard  
Tuesday 6th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer  

Wednesday 7th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  
Thursday 8th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  

Sunday 11th  Trinity 18 
 10:00 am Morning Worship  
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Tuesday 13th  9:30 am Communion Service  
Wednesday 14th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 15th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Sunday 18th  St Luke's 

 10:00 am Communion Service  
Tuesday 20th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer  
Wednesday 21st  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 22nd  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Sunday 25th  Bible Sunday 
 10:00 am Morning Worship  

Tuesday 27th  9:30 am Communion Service  
Wednesday 28th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 29th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  

November 
Sunday 1st  All Saints Day 
 10:00 am Communion Service  

 3:00 pm Time to Remember Service  
Tuesday 3rd  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer  
Wednesday 4th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 5th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Sunday 8th  Remembrance Sunday 
 10:45 am Remembrance Day Service  

   in Churchyard  
Tuesday 10th  9:30 am Communion Service  

Wednesday 11th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  
Thursday 12th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Sunday 15th  Second before Advent 

 10:00 am Communion Service  
Tuesday 17th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer  
Wednesday 18th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 19th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Sunday 22nd  Christ the King 

 10:00 am Morning Worship  
Tuesday 24th  9:30 am Communion Service  
Wednesday 25th  8:30 pm Night Prayer  

Thursday 26th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  
Friday 27th  St Andrew's Day 
 7:30 pm Patronal Festival  

Sunday 29th  Advent Sunday 
 10:00 am Communion Service  
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Editor  Richard Cecil 

Advertising Manager  

 Claire Jefferies 

Editorial Team  Valerie Grimwood 

Distribution Manager Alison Read 

Services 
We plan to use a mix of Online 

services and services inside and 

outside church. 

Our Main service is at 10.00 am 

every Sunday morning alternating 

between Zoom and in church.  

Sundays 9:45 for 10:00 am 

Tuesdays  9:00 for 9:30 am 

Wednesdays 8:30 pm 

Thursdays 8:30 am 

Full details are on the preceding 

pages 22 - 23. 

Contributions or requests for the 

next publication should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info or 

Richard Cecil, Chestnut Cottage, 

CM2 7RN by the 10th November 

for editing and thence publication 

prior to the next quarter, 

December 2020 to February 

2021. 

From the Registers 
With apologies for catching up on 

some omissions. 

We commend to God’s eternal 

care upon their burial 

 23rd November 2019 

Diana Constance Burrows (Ashes) 

11th February 

 Patricia Helen Eden (Ashes) 

17th February 

 Jacqueline Anne Miller 

28th May Janet Rita Cook 

24th June Dennis John Terry 

3rd August 

 Diana Elizabeth Rushen (Ashes) 

How to join in Zoom 
Services and Events 

No more than 30 minutes before 

the event go to the church 

website and go to  

‘Online Services & Events’.  

If you get there too early you will 

need to refresh (by clicking F5 or 

leaving the page and going back). 

It's at sandon-church.info 

Then under the 'Joining Details' 

there will be a blue link which will 

take you to the Zoom event. 

How to phone in. 

If you hover over detail in the 

'Service/Event' column then you 

will see a note of a phone number 

and meeting ID. 

Ring the phone number. And 

follow the instructions. There will 

be no password or person ID. If 

you are asked then just enter a # 

(hash).  
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Farming Today 

In spite of the virus the wheels on 

the farm have continued to turn 

and the animals have been fed 

and cared for. All the staff have 

been supplied with masks and 

rubber gloves. To help with 

harvest we have a student from 

New Zealand who managed to 

get here but of course had to go 

into quarantine upon arrival. 

The yields this harvest are 

dramatically down as predicted - it 

is one good reason not to have all 

one’s eggs in one basket. 

Lambing was later this year, and 

the average lamb per ewe was 

good. They sold well and went 

directly to the slaughter house, 

avoiding the stress of going to 

market first. 

The Egyptian geese reared their 8 

goslings here successfully and 

have now flown. They do drop in 

for breakfast sometimes when we 

feed our other birds, and have 

created a lot of interest as they 

were reared all through lockdown. 

Harvest is now well under way. 

The grain is having to be cooled 

rather than dried for storage until 

it is sold, The emphasis is now on 

preparing the ground for sowing 

the seed for next years harvest. 

Chalk is being spread on ground 

that is too acidic for the next crop. 

The first seed to be sown will be 

oil seed rape, which will be as 

soon as ground conditions permit. 

So the season in farming has 

gone full circle, and seed will be 

sown trusting that the right 

weather and the markets are 

there for all the produce next 

year.  Gillian and Bernard. 
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Stephen’s daughter Charlotte 

contacted Sandon via the 

website. She kindly agreed to pen 

some memories for Sandon 

Voice. 

Here are some thoughts. I have 

got some photographs I should go 

through, but most of ours were 

slides and although I have got a 

gadget that is supposed to do it, I 

have not yet put any of those onto 

the computer. I attach a copy of 

Lamb’s painting of the church (on 

the front cover) and a photo-

graph of my father’s entry in the 

Crockford edition of 1969-1970. 

When we were at Sandon the 

cover of the Church magazine 

always bore a drawing of the 

church by Lamb. Alas I have not 

got a copy of that, but I wonder if 

you have? If so, I should be very 

grateful if I could have a copy. 

You mentioned my father’s 

predecessor at Sandon, Mr 

Andrews (see June’s magazine). 

Did you know that his parents 

were missionaries and that he 

was born in Japan, learning to 

speak Japanese like a native? He 

was an interpreter in the War, and 

even – so I was told – interpreted 

between Japanese who spoke 

different dialects. I was also told 

that once he was at a barber’s in 

Japan where he could be heard 

by others but not seen; having 

heard him talk they could scarcely 

believe their eyes when they saw 

him and realised that he was not 

Japanese! 

We came to Sandon in 1952 

when I was only 18 months old (I 

was born in December 1950) so 

my earliest memories are all set in 

Sandon. My father was the last 

rector to live in the Old Rectory, 

and it was the most wonderful 

house for a child to grow up in. It 

was in a pretty dilapidated state, 

but the Church of England was 

never given to spending money 

on its properties if they could 

avoid it. My father decorated the 

ground floor rooms. It was quite 

cold in winter; I think the wind 

came straight from Russia! My 

Stephen Chase Rector of Sandon 
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parents were not gardeners so 

the garden was fairly wild – which 

again was a joy for a child. I was 

11 when we left in 1962, so my 

memories are all those of a child. 

I went to school at Elm Green in 

Little Baddow, run by Mrs Tubbs, 

where I was very happy. 

Between the Rectory and the 

church there was a glebe field 

which was let to local farmers, 

Stan and Charlie Cordell. The 

crop we liked the best was corn 

because it looked the nicest, and 

it was with corn growing there that 

Lynton Lamb painted the picture 

of the church. I remember stooks 

of corn at harvest time and I can 

just remember them ploughing 

with horses. There was a path 

across the field between us and 

the church, and beside it, at our 

end of the field was a little copse 

of elm trees – long gone now of 

course. 

My father, who was born in 1911, 

became Rector of Sandon 

because it was in the gift of 

Queens’ College, Cambridge, 

where he obtained his degree 

(M.A.) in Theology, though his first 

year was spent reading Electrical 

Engineering, not because he 

changed his mind about what he 

wanted to do – he wanted to be 

ordained when he went to 

Cambridge – but because his 

family (for reasons I know not) 

thought he ought to do something 

else first. He was always very 

keen on gadgetry and took care 

of anything electrical that was 

needed. He went to Lincoln 

Theological College (which no 

longer exists) and was a curate in 

Prestwich and later Richmond 

(Surrey) where he met my mother, 

Elizabeth Powell. He volunteered 

with the first clergy to join the 

Royal Army Chaplains’ Corps in 

the War, and served most of his 

time with the 7th Battalion of the 

Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, 

being in Iceland for some time, 

He then went on the Invasion on 

D + 3 (9 June 1944). During this 

time he used to collect the discs 

of those who were killed and 

would rescue the wounded, for 

which he was awarded the 

Military Cross. (He was also 

recommended for a Bar but 

nothing came of that.) My parents 

were married in January 1941 

(while he was a padre in the 

Army). 

At some time while we were at 

Sandon my father discovered the 

vault which I think is under the 

Lady Chapel, and I think it was in 

that vault that the Pax was found 

which was lent to the V & A 

Museum. 

For most of our time at Sandon 

the village hall was a very basic 

(Continued on page 28) 
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sort of construction which was 

known as ‘the hut’, but one night it 

was burnt down. I don’t think it 

was ever decided whether it was 

arson or not, but a lot of village 

halls were burnt down in the 

vicinity at that time. When we 

inspected the smoking ruins the 

next morning I was sure that I 

could smell paraffin on some of 

the remains, but nobody took any 

notice of what I said! With the 

help of the insurance pay-out a 

much better village hall was built, 

which is still standing. 

They started building the new 

Rectory before we left, and I 

remember being very interested 

in watching progress, but I would 

have hated living in it and seeing 

somebody else in the Old 

Rectory. I never ceased to be in 

love with that house, though from 

photographs of the interior I have 

seen on the internet it seems to 

have been made to look more like 

a hotel than a home! Presumably, 

those were produced when it was 

for sale, so it is probably quite 

different now. There were 

rumours when it was first sold that 

new owners had put in 19 

bathrooms! (We had had only 

one.) 

We left in 1962 and moved to 

Alfrick in the diocese of 

Worcester. This was partly 

because my father didn’t really 

like to stay in one place for too 

long, but mainly because there 

was to be a new branch of the 

Samaritans in Worcester with 

which my father was keen to be 

involved and in due course he 

became its first director. While he 

was at Lincoln Theological 

College, he was friends with Chad 

Varah, the founder of the 

Samaritans, and used to wake 

him up in the mornings because 

Chad was not good at waking up. 

(Daddy used to claim 

responsibility for the Samaritans 

because he said that if he hadn’t 

woken him, Chad would not have 

been ordained, and if he hadn’t 

been ordained, he wouldn’t have 

started the Samaritans!) 

My father retired in 1976 and 

used to take services in various 

churches near where my parents 

then lived, where he was much 

loved. Alas, he had suffered from 

depression all his life, and 

eventually when, unknown to all, 

his coronary arteries were almost 

closed by atheroma, the 

depression became too much and 

he killed himself on Easter Day 

1985 at the age of 73. It was a 

very difficult time; but the then 

Bishop of Worcester, Philip 

Goodrich, was wonderful and 

helped us all enormously. My 

mother lived for another 13 years 

and died in 1998 at 83. 

(Continued from page 27) 
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Both at Sandon and at Alfrick I 

don’t think I could have had a 

better childhood. There was a 

sense in which, as a child of the 

rector, I was looked on almost as 

being the property of the village, 

and it was a wonderful way to 

grow up. I feel greatly honoured 

to have had such a beginning in 

life. 

Lynton Lamb and his wife, Biddy, 

lived at Sandon all the time we 

were there. He was always called 

Lamb by friends and by Biddy. As 

a child, of course, they were Mr 

and Mrs Lamb to me. They lived 

in a beautiful cottage called Rose 

Cottage with a tiny rose growing 

over the fence at the front. I used 

to go there often, especially after 

Church on Sunday mornings at 

one time. If the roses were 

blooming Mr Lamb always gave 

me one as I left. Mrs Lamb was a 

very keen gardener and they had 

a beautiful garden. I remember 

being allowed to help myself to 

tiny strawberries, and they had 

the first laburnum tree I ever saw, 

with a seat underneath it. I was 

always lectured about the seeds, 

that I must never eat them! 

Mr Lamb had a large studio which 

was separate from the house. He 

used to show me what he was 

working on, and I remember when 

he was painting the picture of St 

Andrew which he gave to the 

Church. They were both very kind 

to me and I loved going there.  

 

Their cottage was in Woodhill 

Road, but it was compulsorily 

purchased and demolished and 

even the ground removed as a 

great trench was dug for the A12. 

(It was the only property 

compulsorily purchased for the 

A12 Ed) Mr Lamb fought the 

decision to do this as hard as he 

could – too hard in fact as he had 

a stroke, and it didn’t make any 

difference. They loved their home 

so much and had to leave it. My 

parents kept in touch with them 

and I remember once when they 

came to see us in Worcestershire. 

I used to exchange letters with 

him when I was older, until he 

died. 

The Claydon Clinic 

Physiotherapy 

Sports Injury Rehabilitation 

Acupuncture 

Pilates 

Working remotely 

www.theclaydonclinic.com 

Tel/fax 01245 401255 

Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com 

Old Southend Rd,  

Howe Green CM2 7TB 

http://www.theclaydonclinic.com/
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I have walked past our local four 

pillboxes (so called), for some 

time now in my daily strolls and 

have thought ‘why are they there 

and what was their purpose’? 

Why are they surrounding the big 

field down Cards Road? 

Their positions are shown below 

in this ‘rough ‘sketch. 

Alison Read kindly lent me her 

copies of relevant magazines 

entitled ‘Loopholes’ and ‘Spotters 

Guide to Pillboxes’ and I think that 

I may have identified the pillboxes 

as type DFW3/28a and DFW/27a. 

DFW apparently stands for 

Directorate of Fortification and 

Works and it was under their 

guidance that the pillboxes were 

hastily constructed in 1940 

following the British Army 

evacuation at Dunkirk in May 

1940. The country expected to be 

invaded by Germany at any time 

and so many thousands of 

pillboxes were speedily 

constructed across the country. 

Type DFW/3/27a were 

rectangular with three 

embrasures for 3 Bren Guns, the 

entrance being in the rear 

protected by a loop hole blast 

wall. They were probably manned 

by 6 soldiers. 

The DFW/3/28a types were again 

rectangular in shape, and had a 

wide ‘embrasure’ to take an anti-

tank gun such as the British Army 

Anti-Tank gun a 2 pounder said to 

be quite capable with dealing with 

German Armour at the time. So 

this gun house was designed to 

mount the gun allowing a large 

traverse with slots for its 

back legs in the front wall 

and a central pivot slot. In 

addition there were loop 

holes for another 3 Bren 

Guns. The pillbox would 

then be manned by 10 

soldiers probably. 

Sandon’s pillboxes appear 

to be placed strategically in 

pairs around the large field 

at the end of Cards Road- 

maybe to stop aircraft 

landing or at least to stop 

the advance of Panzer 

Tanks from the coast. 

These types of pillboxes 

Sandon On The Defensive Line? 
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were used on the Eastern Section 

of the GHQ Defence Line. This 

defence line began at the Bristol 

Channel near Weston Super Mare 

and crossed Somerset, then went 

along the Kennet to Avon Canal to 

the Thames in Reading. Next it 

went along the downs to the 

Medway and across the Hoo 

Peninsular to the Thames Estuary 

opposite Canvey Island. It then 

ran up through Essex and 

Cambridge to the River Welland 

east of Peterborough. About 

30,000 pillboxes were constructed 

throughout Great Britain and 

Northern Island. It is noted that 

vulnerable points (VP) such as 

potential landing sites were ringed 

by pillboxes. So my guess is that 

the Defence Forces had our local 

field covered for this purpose. 

Does anyone locally have more 

information I wonder?  

David Farrar and Alison Read 

Type DFW/3/27a Pillbox DFW/3/28a Pillbox 

In Alison’s back garden. 
Very nicely decorated! 

In addition to these pillboxes Sandon 
also has others hidden away. 

And finally three more for you  
to find nearby: 
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I thought that this year would be a 

No Walk bearing in mind the 

strange situation we are all now 

living in. 

However Rev. Terry rang me up 

and said could I organise a walk 

with good ‘spacing’ involved. So 

we did a circular walk in the 

morning ending at the Crown and 

then after suitable refreshments 

we did a second circular walk 

again ending at the Crown. 

 

The morning walk attracted 18 of 

us and the afternoon 11. The 

Crown probably attracted about 

24 of us at lunchtime with several 

BYO eating on the Green. 

After the two walks some of us 

needed further refreshments as 

you can see in the pictures! 

This Year’s Annual ‘Separation’ Walk 
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The bottom line is that from 

donations from walkers and 

sponsors we have raised over a 

£1,000 which is great- especially 

as we all seemed to enjoy the 

experience as well! 

Do come along next year, 

everyone is welcome. 

David Farrar 
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Thy Kingdom Come  

“An amazing opportunity to 

come together as the body of 

Christ”  

Churches from over 65 different 

denominations in 178 countries 

took part in the global prayer 

movement Thy Kingdom Come 

this year, with plans having to 

quickly adapt due to coronavirus 

restrictions.  

Marking the final day of 

11 days of prayer, an 

ecumenical service was 

held on Pentecost 

Sunday, with leaders 

including His Holiness 

Pope Francis, the 

Archbishop of York and 

three of CTE’s 

Presidents; Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Justin Welby; 

the Coptic Orthodox 

Archbishop of London, 

Archbishop Angaelos; and 

chair of the Redeemed 

Christian Church of God, 

Pastor Agu Irukwu.  

Thelma Commey, the 

current Methodist Youth 

President, also took part 

in the ecumenical service. 

Here she shares her 

reflections on being 

involved in this global 

movement of prayer… 

I truly love the heart of Thy 

Kingdom Come. Churches from 

all over the world coming together 

in prayer, in my opinion, is the 

most powerful gathering that 

could ever be. If everyone really 

prayed for their 5 five friends – or 

even just one friend – to come to 

know the love of Jesus, - or even 

just one friend- imagine the 

number of lives that have been 

and are being changed through 
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the power of prayer! I am filled 

with joy and excitement just 

thinking about it.  

Personally, it was a privilege to 

play a part in Thy Kingdom Come 

this year. I am truly grateful for the 

opportunity, including taking part 

in the Pentecost Sunday 

ecumenical service, and writing 

the Methodist Prayer Journal 

Jesus loves all. When the journal 

was published, I was amazed to 

hear how far it had reached 

around the country. I heard many 

personal stories, through email, of 

how people were not just reading 

it but bulk ordering and sharing it 

around their community. This 

alone was evidence of the love of 

God in the hearts of believers. To 

think that I have had a part to play 

in the spreading of the love of 

Jesus is a true honour.  

Watching the Thy Kingdom Come 

service on Pentecost Sunday 

morning was a beautiful 

experience. It looked just like the 

kingdom of Heaven- – people of 

all ages, races and abilities 

coming together simply to worship 

our God. The Holy Spirit had 

unified nations, just like he did on 

the first ever Pentecost Sunday. 

When I heard the Lord’s Prayer in 

different languages – including 

Twi, the language of my 

motherland – I was reminded of 

how universal the gospel truly is. 

God is not limited to my 21st 

century English context, but 

actually He is present and 

powerful in all contexts.  

Thy Kingdom Come is an 

amazing opportunity for churches 

across the globe to come together 

as the body of Christ. When we 

do this, we present a rich diversity 

which allows people from all 

backgrounds to relate to the 

gospel and see their place in the 

body of Christ. We also present 

unity, which is a unique and 

powerful image for our world 

which is so divided. When 

Christians gather, we prove that 

God’s love, through His Spirit, 

allows us to love irrespective of 

our differences. What a way to 

present Christ to the world as a 

saviour for all!  

Thelma Commey is a 19-year-old 

Ghanaian woman who has had 

the privilege of experiencing 

God’s undeniable love. Giving her 

life to Christ when she was 11, 

she found a relationship that 

would transform her. Thelma is 

currently serving as the Methodist 

Youth President, working full-time 

for one year to serve the children 

and young people of the 

Methodist Church in Britain – one 

of CTE’s 50 Member Churches. 
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Angel Tree 

Gail Butler, a member of Prison 

Fellowship's local Chelmsford 

Group, who is coordinating their 

Angel Tree project for Christmas 

2020 writes. 

Our local group uses the Angel 

Tree project to provide Christmas 

presents for the children of 

inmates of HMP Chelmsford. This 

project has proved to be a vital 

link for absent parents and their 

children. Last year, the donations 

provided by local churches, 

enabled us to provide 

more than gifts, each 

gift is chosen by the 

inmate, purchased on 

their behalf, individually 

gift wrapped and 

posted to the child’s 

home. In addition to the 

gift, an individual 

personal message 

written by their parent, 

and, when given 

permission by the parent, a 

Christian story book chosen by 

Prison Fellowship is included. 

If you would like to see the 

impact the Angel Tree project 

can have, please see their 

website: youtu.be/HFcLZcLSVJY 

The current restrictions on contact 

affect the way we can promote 

and engage your participation in 

Angel Tree this year. 

The Covid situation will need a 

limit in the exchange of contact 

for the gifts to protect the families 

as much as possible. We are 

therefore proposing to purchase 

gifts ourselves and get them 

ready for wrapping and posting. 

We would be pleased if you would 

consider making a financial gift 

towards the cost of Angel Tree for 

Christmas 2020 2020 at HMP 

Chelmsford. Chelmsford. Each 

gift purchased is for up to £10. 

We look forward to receiving your 

response about this. this. 

Donations can be 

made via cheque 

written to the following 

account: 'Prison 

Fellowship 

Chelmsford, Angel 

Tree’  

(Or by BACs: Sort 

code 72-06-00; 

Account 48847348) 

A receipt will be 

provided for your 

accounting purposes. 

At the time of writing, inmates at 

HMP Chelmsford are not yet able 

to receive visits from family 

members, making this year, even 

more special in providing a line of 

communication and loving 

contact. 

On behalf of Prison Fellowship 

and our Chelmsford local group of 

volunteers, I want to thank you for 

your support, and trust that you 

will consider coming alongside us 

this year. 

You have the ability, 
this Christmas, to 
make a difference in 
not just one person’s 
life, but in a whole 
family’s life.  
So if you can do it, I 
ask you to do it. 
Theresa, a former 
prisoner 
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Jack Whinney's “gleanings” 

Calling All Knitters 

In November 2019 there 

was a major earthquake in 

and near a coastal city in 

Albania, called Durres. 

44,000 people were left 

homeless. Reconstruction is 

underway with international 

help. 

For Christmas 2020, we 

need Children’s sizes pull-

on type, bonnet, beret or 

balaclava to fit children 

about age 2-12. Any colour 

O.K., knit or crochet, but 

must be washable. Omit 

pom-poms, bobbles and 

tassels to save weight. D.K. 

washable yarn preferred. 

Any pattern you like, but 

ribbed styles do best. Any 

decoration must be political/

religious neutral. 

We need completed work by 

the end of October so it will 

reach the children for 

Christmas. Please contact 

Revd. Terry for further 

details. There will be a box 

at the back of the church for 

you to put completed work 

up to the end of October. 

The sensation of life is a precious gift, 

Love is an even dearer emotion: 

But both of these are as nought 

When compared with man’s liberty. 

 

Found on the wall of a cell in the Chinese 

People’s Republic 

by Robert Ford 

In these mad days 

 Of wheels and wings, 

When all men praise 

 The swiftest things, 

And in our midst the Wizard sits 

 Ready to blow us all to bits, 

Whilst idiot children itch to dwell 

 In planets they can hardly spell, 

Thank God old-fashioned folk are found 

 Who think it fun to run and row, 

Who never went As Fast As Sound 

 And do not care how slow they go; 

Thank God that we can goggle still 

 At things that Science never notes, 

At horses running round a hill 

 Or sixteen boys in eight-oared boats! 

O never say 

 Our little games are vain: 

This is the way 

 To show that we are sane. 

A.P Herbert 

This above all: to thine own self be true, 

And it must follow, as the night the day, 

Thou canst not then be false to any man 

From Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
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Lockdown Life 

I am a carer and key worker at 

Baycroft, I thought the press had 

perhaps "hyped" up the Covid 19 

story.  However, I knew it was 

serious and I was frightened as I 

saw news of the loss of 14 

residents in a Scottish Nursing 

Home. So Baycroft relatives 

stopped visiting, a hard call, as 

the mental well-being of residents 

would be affected. Residents, 

accepted that these precautions 

were in their best interests.  

Life in Baycroft is different now, 

without entertainment, movement 

to music sessions, relaxation or 

yoga.  Our hairdresser and 

beautician are unable to visit.  So, 

Christine (my colleague and the 

best "lock down buddy" that I 

could have asked for!) and 

myself, have turned our hands to 

washing and setting hair, clipper 

cutting the gents and doing 

beauty treatments too!  We keep 

activities going with groups of 

only 5 residents and social 

distancing. We have been so 

thankful to St Andrews Church, 

Terry and the congregation - who 

have been so kind and thoughtful 

to us       It has meant a lot; thank 

you! 

For me, personally, lockdown has 

been a real struggle, not seeing 

my 20 month old grandson, the 

apple of my eye! and my daughter 

who is pregnant again.  It has 

been like a physical ache and has 

been the hardest thing of all.   

We have, unfortunately, lost 

several residents, some to Covid 

19. It has hit us hard, and not 

being able to properly grieve has 

made it even sadder.  We intend 

to have the biggest "celebration of 

life" when this is all over. 

Thankfully we can now allow 

visitors, at least back into our 

garden and our lives! And I am 

keeping positive and cannot wait 

until we get through to the other 

side! Kathy Dale 

 Lifestyle and Wellbeing Lead 

 Baycroft 

We have been fortunate. I 

remember watching people 

returning from Wuhan and going 

into quarantine at the end of 

January and the couple trapped 

on the cruise ship off Japan, and 

didn’t really comprehend the 

enormity of the situation and that 

it would become the tragedy that 

it has, taking so many lives. 

I have continued to work from 

home, and learned with relief that 

there was no more commuting to 

the city for the foreseeable future. 

Knowing all my colleagues and 

clients were in the same situation 

certainly made it easier too. We 

noticed and enjoyed the quiet. 

Gone was the rumble of traffic on 

the A12 and with few planes 

overhead, we could really hear 

and appreciate the birdsong. 
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These past weeks have felt like a 

practice run for retirement - 

getting used to each other’s 

company 24/7. With this 

wonderful weather we have been 

fortunate to be able to spend 

much time working on the garden 

and it has never looked so good. 

This would have been the year for 

'open gardens' to show off 

everyone's hard work during 

these last months. 

We took the opportunity to go for 

a walk every day round the village 

and initially it was a novelty 

seeing someone or seeing a car. 

Everyone was always very 

pleased to see a different face 

and glad for a ‘socially distanced’ 

chat. 

I think this period has given 

everyone time to realise that we 

can slow down and be more 

caring and considerate of others - 

we have seen more of our family 

on facetime than would have 

normally been the case - all 

keeping tabs on one another, so if 

these traits continue, it will be a 

very good thing for all. 

Sarah Harding 

Team Read Lockdown 

Like many, we had quite a year 

planned..! As both children were 

due to finish their exams by mid-

June (GCSEs & A levels) we had 

some very exciting summer 

holiday plans and an extension 

that was due to be built (partially) 

whilst we were away.. But 

lockdown reared its crazy head.  

We processed the heaviness of 

disappointment whilst feeling 

huge gratitude for our health and 

employment! Matt & Emma were 

feeling a true of a sense of relief 

with no revision & exams but they 

had worked hard & weren’t going 

to get a chance to pull it all out of 

the hat and show what they could 

do! So the extension.. As the 

industry began to open up our 

builder was ready to go & so were 

we!! Perfect! Neil working from 

home, could ‘project manage’ his 

own build. He was a happy chap! 

For me I've been truly blessed as 

I could head into school & work 

with the Key Worker children, 

then be part of a ‘bubble’ to the 

end of term. None of us knew 

what was ahead and in a sense 

still don’t but what I've loved is 

seeing everyone adapt to change! 

Resilience at its best. St Andrew’s 

shut its doors for worship, but we 

promptly moved to Facebook & 

Zoom for services and have 

enjoyed worshipping together 

from the comfort of home. Sadly 

our Toddler Group has not been 

able to meet, but we did enjoy a 

socially distant get together in the 

churchyard and said goodbye to 

the Tots off to school! 

So how to wrap up? Gratitude for 

the positives & embracing change 

has definitely won the day with 

Team Read. Alison Read 



Page 40 

Eco Church 

St Andrew’s have been looking 

into becoming an eco-church. 

We have met together to hear 

from A Rocha who oversees the 

scheme and also St John’s 

church at Moulsham who are ‘old 

hands’ – they have a silver award. 

We hope to achieve a bronze 

award soon and then work our 

way towards silver and gold. 

A Rocha have a vision that 

churches will care for creation as 

an integral part of loving their 

neighbours and following God 

faithfully. In the Church of 

England’s five marks of mission, 

the fifth mark is: To strive to 

safeguard the integrity of creation 

and sustain and renew the life of 

the earth. 

A Rocha is at: https://

ecochurch.arocha.org.uk Andy 

Horne has put together an eco-

church page on the St Andrew’s 

website at: https://sandon-

church.info/ 

David Farrar and Claire Jefferies 

have completed the eco-church 

survey for St Andrew’s and will be 

helping us to take actions to 

improve our energy saving, 

recycling and awareness raising 

around many aspects of treating 

the world more gently and kindly. 

Terry is sharing eco tips on the 

weekly pew sheet and they are on 

the website too. 

So we encourage everyone to 

learn more about becoming more 

eco-friendly – you could work out 

your carbon footprint and then try 

to reduce it, you could change 

your shopping habits – Alison has 

visited the RECO store in Tiptree. 

If you would like to be involved 

contact enquries@sandon-

church.info Judy Cecil 

Available on-line with classes on-line too 
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Ingredients 

2 medium carrots, peeled 

2 small sweet potatoes, peeled 

2 medium parsnips, peeled 

2 turnips, peeled 

¼ cup olive oil 

sea salt and cracked pepper 

80ml water 

1 cup caster sugar 

1 tablespoon red wine vinegar 

100g sliced taleggio cheese 

(If you can’t buy Taleggio cheese, 

try goats cheese) 

4 sheets of puff pastry 

Fresh thyme, preferably lemon 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 220c/425f.  

You need a 24 cmx37 cm roasting 

pan. 

Slice the vegs into 1 cm thick 

rounds. 

Divide between 2 oven trays, 

drizzle with oil and sprinkle with 

salt and pepper. 

Toss to combine and roast for 

30minutes, turning them halfway 

through. 

Place the water and sugar in a 

medium saucepan and cook, 

stirring until the sugar dissolves. 

Increase the heat and cook 

without stirring until it turns a light 

caramel cover. 

Remove from the heat and 

carefully add vinegar, stirring to 

combine. 

Working quickly, pour the caramel 

into the roasting tray. 

Arrange the vegetables on top of 

the caramel, overlapping if 

required. 

Top with the cheese slices. 

Place 4 pastry sheets over the 

top, overlapping the pastry 

allowing 2cms to overlap the edge 

of the pan. 

 

Gently press the overlapping 

pastry slices to seal them and 

tuck the overlapping edges into 

the roasting pan. 

Reduce the oven temperature to 

200°C/400°F. 

Place the tart on an oven tray in 

case any juices spill over. 

Bake for 20 minutes until the 

pastry is puffed and golden. 

Allow to stand for 5 minutes 

before inverting onto a board. 

Top with the fresh thyme.  Cut into 

squares to serve. 

PS use a spoon to spread the 

caramel over the base of the 

roasting pan but don’t fret if it 

doesn’t spread all the way into the 

corners - it will spread as it bakes. 

Courtesy of Donna Hay’s 

Christmas Feasts and Treats. 

From Narelle Arnold 

Glazed Root Vegetable Tarte Tatin 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
https://sandon-church.info/
https://sandon-church.info/
mailto:enquries@sandon-church.info
mailto:enquries@sandon-church.info


Page 42 

Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Rector 
Revd. Terry Brown*  

tgabrown@hotmail.com 01245 698988 

Church Wardens 
Judy Cecil*+ 

Michael Puffett*+ 

224747 

222066 

PCC Secretary Mike Worboys 224612 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk*+
 471756 

Safeguarding Children Alison Read* 474858 

Vulnerable Adults John Gruby* 476440 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Mike Worboys 224612 

Tiny Tots Alison Read* 474858 

Flower Arranging Lesley Worboys 224612 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil*+
 224747 

Parochial Church  

Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan+, David Farrar+, 
Claire Jefferies, and Janet Terry+  

Licensed to assist in the 

distribution of Holy 

Communion 

As + above and Valerie Grimwood,  
Gill Hodge and Christine Mennie 

Regular Worship see pages 22-23 for full details. 

Sundays (Zoom/Church) 10:00 am Morning Worship/Communion  

Tuesdays  

(Church/Zoom) 
9:30 am 

Communion/ 

Celtic Morning Prayer 

Wednesday (Zoom) 8:30 pm Night Prayer 

Thursday (Zoom) 8:30 am Compass Group Morning Prayer 

The login details for all the above Zoom services can be found on the 

website (sandon-church.info) just prior to the meeting. If you cannot 

access the website please ask some one who can to give you the code to 

phone in. 
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